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Remember now thy Creator, in the days of thy youth, while 
the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou ? 
Ho. fay, I have no pleaſure in them. 
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john Bawdon Eſq: 


SIR), 

"F either the Preaching or publiſhing of the 
following Sermon .may be any way uſeful to 
promote the great deſign of doing good; if 
the ſeriouſneſs.of the Subjeft, or the weight 

of the Inſtance that gave occaſion to it, may-a- 

waken any one Soul to prepare for his final  jude- 
ment : I know you will heartily rejoyce and bleſs 

God with me ; and as readily pardon my defeits 

in the management of ſo important. a Theme. 

and” the rather, ſince 1 indeavoured only to: ton- 
vince and perſwade an attentive Auditory, ( con- 
fiſting moſtly of young perſons) without the leaſt 
intention of appearing in Print ; as knowing we- 
ry well, that what may be acceptable to a Chriſti- 
an ear, when pronounc'd from the Pulpit, doth 
often fail of being ſo, when perus'd afterwards by 
a critical eye. However , the Impre{fron- once | 
conſented to, I ought to addreſs it to 1:9 other _ 
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but yours; being Conceiv'd and Born in your 
Houſe, as well as Preacht in your hearing ; eſperi- 
ally, when 'twas proper for me to prefix an exam- 
ple of the Connexion between ſeriouſneſs and 
chearfulneſs. For having diſcours'd ſomewhat 
concerning the Mirth and Joy of a Chriſtian Life, 
as well as of the unreafonableneſs and vanity of 
ſenſual pleaſures ; it ſeem'd neceſſary to confirm 
that Truth by a lively Inſtance : And were there 
othing elſe to recommend the praflice of Godlineſs, 
but that tranquillity and peace of mind, that 
calmneſs and ſerenity of ſpirit which follows a 

ood Conſcience, and is the only true ground of a 
chearful converſation, the argument were very 
preſſing. But I need not mention this, ſave to 
let you ſee the excellency of your chcice, and 
thereby incourage others to make the ſame. And 
none, Sir, that underfland my obligations to you 
and to. your excellent Lady,will judge me guilty 
of the uſual flattery incident to lach Dedications; 


if I take this firſt opportunity to avow my Debt of 
Gratitude and Honour to you both. And ſuch I 
muſt profeſs it, as is exceeded only by the Duty ow- 
ing from Children to their natural Parents; my 
loſs of whom, your reſpeits and kindneſs have in 
great meaſure undeſervedly ſupplied. 


I have 


———— 


T have only to add, that as the mention of your 
Name will doubtleſs invite many to read the Ser- 
mon, who would otherwiſe be apt to throw it by , 
ſo, I am told, I ſhall loſe other Readers, by con- 
cealing that of the perſon, on whoſe account it was 
Preacht. To mhich I have this to ſay, that his 
name and quality, his life and Converſation, the 
circumſtances of his ſickneſs, and his temper and 
expreſſions on his deathbed, are ſufficiently known; 
to obwiate the leaſt inſinuation of a Forgery, as to 
what I have related concerning him. And as to 
what I have not recited, the Readers benefit would 
be as unconcern'd in the publication, as his curi- 
oſity is like to be diſſatisfied, if he expett any. 0- 
ther Reaſon of its concealment. 

I am, 


Honoured' Sir, 
Your moſt Aﬀectionate. 
Moſt obliged, 


Humble Servant, 


JOHN SHOWER. 


TO THE 


READER. 


\ A T E reckon it a piece of juſtice to the Au- 


thor of this Sermon, to believe, and 
(according to uy belief ) to teſtify, that the oc- 
calion it felt did againſt his own inclination ex- 
tort from him the publication of zt. 

For when the conflict was only between the 
Modeſty due (indeed) to his years on the one 
hand, and ſence of Duty on the other (por the 
concurrence of a general Obligation, dl a Prc- 
ſent diſcerned opportunity r0 promote the eter- 
nal good of Soul. \ the determination of the mat- 
ter this way could not ſeem difficult to an impar- 
tial, unbribed Conſcience. 

Whither the Diſcourſe it ſelf, the occation, 
and all circumſtances raken together have any 
aptneſs to ſerve that end, muſt be left to the Judo- 
ment of [1 «ch, as Jhal read, and conhder; with 
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whom the Diſcourſe muſt ſpeak . for it ſelf. And 
what 1t had reference to, will, we cannot doubr, 
appear-not very conliderable only, but be high- 
ly grateful alſo to all Pious and Good men. ' For 
tho" the Sermon import a relation to a Funeral, 
the Death of the Perſon had nothing in it ſo mourn- 
ful, as his Repentance to Life will have with it 
of Satisfattion, and thanksgiving to God, with 
all, that are of a Serious, and Religious incli- 
nation. 

Nor can it enter into our thoughts, that any, 
to whom that Charaer belongs, will behold the 
inſtance of a Soul (as Chriitian Charity will 
believe) reſcued out of the Snare of the DE- 
vil, and tranſlated to Eternal Bliſs with a \light, 
or much leſs with an evil eye; only becauſe it was 
not þy their mcans, or otby one, in all things, of 
their mind and way. &r that what is the Joy of 
Angels,can be the Oftence,and Grict of good men. 

It is ſurely not poſſible, they can be ſo fatally 
divided between Paul, and Apollo, and Cephas, 
as utterly to forget ozr higher common Re- 
lation to Chriſt ! For do we not all know, we 
were Baptized into his Name,. and nor of this 
or that (imagined) head, or Maſter of a Sef ? 

But though that tranſcendent Relation be not 
quite 
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quite forgotten ,' there is too much cauſe to ap- 
prehend, and lament that it is not remembred, 
and conſidered enough. And to refled on it as - 
onc provoking cauſe of Ged's with-holding his 
Spirit, in ſo great part, from the Miniſtry of his 
word; and of the conſequent paucity of Conver- 
frons, and abounding wickedneſs of the time 
that there is ſo great a proneneſs, in many, to 
ſubjef the ſacred Miniſtry to the ſerving of 
ſome private mean deſign, more than that of the 
conmon Chriſtian Cauſe, and Intereſt ; to pro- 
ſelite men to themaſelvey, rather than Chrilt, 
and make them more cxa& Formaliits of their 
own Mould and Faſhion, rather than good Chri- 
{tjans. 7o teach them rather to deny or embrace 
' this or that frame, and (ct of Ritcs and Ceremo- 
' Tries, than to deny ungodlineſs and worldly 
Luſts, and to live Soberly, Righteouſly, and 
Godly in this preſent Wo:ld. And more ear- 
neſily to incaulcate, and preſs upon them the things 
wherein we differ, than the unſpeakably great- 
er, and more momentous things, wherein we arc 
agreed; and whereof the Dead, Carnal, diſſaf- 
fecled heart of man far more needs the moſt ear- 

neft inculcation. 
It mey well be apprehended the Holy _ 
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will be .jcalous in this caſe. And while we hear- 
tily joyn not, and do not accept .and rejoyce in 
each others help and concurrence (though in 
ſomewhat different methods, which for the preſent 
we cannot give remedy to) in the purſuit of his 
ends, we have no reaſon to think it ſtrange, if 
he leave us to labour in the Fire, and weary our 
ſelves, to no purpoſe, in the purſuit of our own. 
But let us make it our buſineſs to recover as 
many Souls as we can to God ; and when any are 
regain d, and born anew (according to that an- 
cient Idea of having all Children taken for the 
Children of the Common-wealth) let us, who- 
ever was the happy inſlrument,” account they are 
neither maine, zor yours, but the Children of 
the Chriſtian Church, of the Common-wealtl 
of Iſracl, -the Sons of God, and ' z part of the 
Redeemers Seed. How great will the common 
Toy be upon all ſuch occaſions! And God: will 
rejoyce over us all, to do us good with all his 
hcart, and with all his Soul, ard to zſe ws for 
the doing of much. 

His Co-operation and Bleſſing may then be 
cheerfully expeled , when our united. ſtrength 
and endeavour is aimed all one way; and di- 
refled to ends great and nobl?, worthy of God, 
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end which be will not diſdain, or count it diſhe- 
nourable, and unfit to concur unto. | 

It will ſurely one day come to this. Nor 3s it 
to be deſpaired of, but that the late work of 
God's Grace wpon this young man (though 
ſince prematurely taken away) may be the earne 
and pledge of more,of the ſame bleſſed kind; and 
this Birth, part of the firſt Fruits of a Pious Ge- 
neration to-ſucceed; wherein Religion ſhall live, 
and be tranſmitted in greater rigour, to them that 
ſhall come after. 

Our hope lies moſtly among ſuch. And we ear: 
neſtly deſire you that are young, and in the prime 
of your age and firength, ſeriouſly to conſider, 
how much the flrefs of a Religions Intereſt for fu- 
ture time in England depends xpon you. Which 
that you may to better , purpoſe ; conſider alſo, 
how much you, more peculiarly, have of preſent 
lope in your own caſe. God hath a kindneſs for 
your Age ; makes his firſt applications to you, at 
your entrance upon the common affairs, and buſi- 
neſs of humane Life, that you would then bethink 
your ſelves of him, as yout Creatour, and con- 
fider how you came into the World: whence it 
would nst be difficult to collef tor what. He 
covets the beginning. of flrength, his Soul deſires 
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the firſt ripe fruits. And you have reaſon to be 
confident, that what he ſecks, he will accept, if 
you conſecrate them. to him (as the farſt fruits 
were the ſacred devoted part. ) 

Some of you may perhaps , already diſcern in 
your ſelves vicious inclinations; but your vices 
are not yet ſo deeply rooted, nor are ſo fixedly 
habitual, as theirs, who are grown old in Sinand 
eftrangement from God. You have not ſo oft gric- 
ved hzs good Spirit. Tou have not re ited ſo ma- 
ny checks of Conſcience, nor ſtifled ſo many con- 
vitions, as many others have. 

' Tou have. a merciful God to deal with. Thoſe 
are his own words, Prov." t. 23. (and ſpoken 
more eſpecially to ſuch as you, as you will. ſee, 
looking back to v.4-) Turn ye at my reproot : 
bchold/T will pour out my Spirit to you. 'Ux- 
10 that great God, the Maker and Lord. of Hea- 
ven and Earth, you have been ſolemnly devoted. 
Conſider how great and awtul names, the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and. of the Holy 
Ghoſt were' jn your Baptiſm, named zpon you ? 
Tor are as truly obliged hereby, as you are to 
your natural Prince; though, perhaps you have 
not, as yet, taken, in your own Perfons,the Oath 
of Allegiance. You would think it a reproach, and 
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it woul d probably prove a ruin to you, to begin 
your courſe of commerce 7 the world; with 
Treachery and Fallhood. Is it more Juſt, or Pru- 
dent, and Safe, to deal deceitfully with your 
God, than with men ? | 

Do not think he is to be leſs the objef of your 
Love, Fear and Obedience, for that you ſee him 
not ; How many. Subjects. in England have ne- 
ver ſeen the face of their King ? and. are they 
the leſs. bound to be Loyal and Obedient ? And 
how are you bound, but for the ſake of thus in- 
yvilible Lord, and 'in him? 

Tou have, not ſcen your own Soul, (or what: 
ever you will call the vital Principle in you) 
which yet you are ſure you have ;, for can you nit 
diſtinguiſh your living body from a dead?are:you 
not ſure you live? and do you not love your own 
life, tho' you have not ſeen. the very Principle it 
ſelf, which you live by? the God you. have not 
ſeen is as near you: In him you live, move,. and 
have your being. You have great encourage- 

ment and obligation to. ſeek the Lord, that you 

** may even tecl, and find him out, who is ſo little 
far from any of you. You are his Otspring, 45 
the Holy Apoſtle tells you, in the words.of an 
Heathen, that you might underſtand it to be no 
ncW; 
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new, .or ftrange notion; but; even then, ancient 
and common. He is the Author and Parent of 
your Life and Being. It is unnatural to affef di- 
tance and flrangeneſs to your own. Father. It 
zz through the Pigh excellency of his nature, 
that you {ce him not. And he is the objef there- 
fore of your more excellent faculties. You have a 
mind capable of knowing him, and a. will of 
chooſing him for your God, if they were made 
pure, and holy, «nd aright direfted towards hizr, 
which his Grace, and Spirit can ſoon effett in you, ' 
when you ſeriouſly ſeek,and rely upon them. 

'Tis of greateſt-concernment #0 yor t0 have his 
Fayour,. in whoſe Power you are, and in whoſe 
Hand your Rreath 1s, And can yor. be exempt 
from his Power, who made you, and all things & 
if you doubt whether he can diſpoſe of you, re- 
ward or puniſh you, was.net the making of this 
World a.greater thing ? you cannot be ſo:impoſed ' 
upon , if you uſe your underſtandings, as to be 
made believe, that it made it ſelf. For could you, 
if you mere not, make your ſelves ? and were it 
eaſier for all things, than for: you * 

And you may {cnl1bly perceive, if- you will but 
refleft, and uſe your thoughts, that you are Subject 
19 a Superiour, Over-ruling Power, that there. is 
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a Lord over you, and that you live wot accor- 


"Fer. 18. 7. 
8.9, 10. 


'Pro. 27. 


I'O., 


ding to your own wills. For are you never {ick 
againſt your wills, or in pain againſt your wills ? 
and do you not know you muſt one day aye, tho 
you be never {0 unwilling ? 4s it not better to have 
that mighty Lord your Friend, than your Enemy? 
in his Favour 1s like. And he is ina Redeemer re. 
concileable to you. Read ſeriouſly, 2 Cor. 5. 17, 
I8, 19, 20, 21. | 

Kingdoms and Nations are thrown into confu- 
fion, if he be diſpleaſed, and no courſe be taken 
for ſeafonable reconciliation. * And can you ſtand 
before his anger * he hath long been England's 
God, your God, and your Forctathers. Do met 
JO, In your Own a efteem-that wiſe and ſage 
counſel, thy Friend, and thy Fathers Ftiend, for- 
ſake thou not. * How much more thy God, and 
thy Fathers God ! Ir lies :1pon you, whether he 
ſhall continue the God of England! The paren- 
tal right derived unto young ones, Continues the 
viſible relation, while their nonage laſts, and 
incapacity to treat and capitulate for themſelves. 
But can you think, when you are capable, your 
intereſt by your Parents can avail you any thing 
againſt your own perſonal rcje&tion of God? 


-Ne, not tho' Abraham were your Father, if 
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you ſhould finally ſhew your ſelves rather a gene- 
ration of Vipers: Which we have great hope God 
will mercifally forbid. 

But if Englands Youth ſhould generally 
(tho' not all at once, as they come not to be ſuch 
all at once) againſt their Bapriſmal Vow, caft 
off God, here is an intercifion of the line, and an 
end of the relation between God and us. If there- 
fore you love your Country, you will love God, 
and ſtudy to pleaſe and ſerve him with your 
whole heart. 

If you love your Prince, you will do ſo; for 
. would you have him to be ( Yea would you make 
him?) the Head of a deſtitute People, forſaken 
of God? 

And how would you propoſe to your ſelves to 
lve your days, and ſpend your time in the 
World , without God? What, in eating, and 
drinking, and pleafing your Fleſh till you dye ? 
would you not take it for a ſcorn, and ignominy 
to you, if one ſhould tell you, you were born © 
for no higher purpoſes ? and” are capable of no 
higher 2 

But how dare you think without knowing, and 
becoming ſpecially rclated ' to the God of your 
lives, of dying, and paſſing into an unknown . 
World: - 


World? Peruſe feriouſly the enſuing diſcourſe 
(ym re modonger arti 304 from TE)" 

it fremtfies any thing to your better poannry 
for Dcath and Judgment; and (in Order there- 
to) to your holy, and more uſeful, comfortable 
life on Earth ; It will, anſwer. the Authors De- 


ſign, and.( with his) the defires'and Pg of 


Your AﬀeRtionate Friends and 


Seryants in our Lord. 


TFOHN HOW. 
V. ALSOP. 
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Funeral-Sermon. 
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Ecelcfiaſtes XI 9g. 


Rejoyce, '0 young man, in thy youth, and let thy 
heart chear thee in the days of thy youth, and 
walk inthe ways of thy heart, and in the fight 
of thine eyes : but know thou that for all theſe 
things God will bring thee into judgment. 


ithſtanding our manifold advantages 'for 
ſerious Religion in our younger Years, and 
the contrary inconveniences of deferring it 
to old Age or an indefinite -hereatter; our 
- frequent warnings by the death of others, 
td provide for our own, and the unſpeakable hazard of a 
ſick-bed Repentance; yet how -ape are mqſt perſons, in 
their youth and ſtrength, to forget rheir Creator and 


themſelves too! to iudulge to carnal murth and ſenſual” 
delights; as ſuppoſing, by a fatal prejudice and miſtake, 
That obedience to God would introduce melancholly, de- 


ſtroy the chearfulneſs of converſation, and ſpoil the _ 
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refs of humanlife, and thereupon refuſe to beftow a ſert- 
ous thought! about Rehgion.and another World, till God , 
by ficknels; or ary haſty death, ſurmon'them- to appear 
Lefore his Bar: Uponwhich account it cannot be thought 
unneceſſary or unteafonable,- upon all occaſions, to mind 
young perſons of their ſin and _ their ſnares and. 
dangers, their latter endand figal j ent. Toſs 
hat as this time direted my thoughts $0.ſuch, arſub-. 
je&; 15 not- unknown to” divers preſents v#2:i":Zhe death 
bed Repentance of a young man lately deceaſed, who for lome 
time paſt' artended this LeEture, F hope;at-tengrh; with 
ſome lertouſnets and profit, tho? at, fixſt he came only with 
4 deſign to carp ant} ſooft, as with-great remorſe he told 
me in lus.laft ſickneſs. | 
And therefore, #there-be-any* now: come hithes 'upon 
the. fame errand, and with the Jawe thoughts, 1 pray God 
command their atteatiog, (tor .oiherwile x would bein vain 
for me to beg. it) and accompayy his own Word with a 
powerful efficacy to their hearts; to convince” their judg- 
ments,: and perſwadse their wills, and awaken their Souls, 
that they may go away with other apprehenſions and re- 
ſolutions than} hey came hither, as- this deotaſog-Penitent 
once: did ;z whoſe Repentance. and: Funeral <alls| loudly to 
us alt to conſider this Apoſtrophe of the Wiſe wawin the 
Text, Rejoyce,. o young man, iy thy . youth, and let'yhy heart 
 chear thee im the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of 
thy heart," and in the fight of thine eyes: but know thou that 
for all thefe: thipgs Goul will bring thee to judgment. | 
+ For the ce of thelerwords withthe prececding 
' Verſes: we need; only.obſerve, that Solomon in the former 
. Chapters, having given many execilent rules for the quiet- 
ng-ofrpur minds; and» the. comfort 'of our lives, under 
 all-that vanity which: le pronounce upon this World, he 
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comes in this Chapter to exhort us to prepare for ano- 
ther... For'when all is done that can poſſibly be effected in 
order £22 contented and a happy life; yet he tells-us, that 
our lite itt ſelf is vain and tranſient, our death inevitable, 
and that the days of darkneſs will be many, verſ. 8. and then 
contutes that unreaſonable inference, which the young 
Epicare 1s too prone to:make from ſuch premiſes; de- 
riding his fooliſh pretence and plea, by an 7ronte: and/ yet 
endeavauring to awaken his Conſcience, by declaringithe 
certarmty ot an aftereeckoning, and by a ſolemn citation 
of him before Gods Tribunal. - -For to thispurpoſe, we 
may ſuppoſe the young ſenſualiſt to retort the Argument, 
«Are'all things vain? Is life uncertain ; and death 'and 
« darkneſs near ? let me then enjoy the light as long as I 
*cany det. me indulge; my appetite and pleaſe my fences, 
*« and gratify my luſts, and make the beſt improvement 
* of this: ya, this-ſhort, untertain life.” Have I- but a 
* a little time-.inwhichto' enjoy this world? Tet me-not 
* make it ſharterby'a Stoical reſervedneſs; 1&t-rie nattoſc 
* this day, leaſt I never have another; but eat ani tfrint 
"fr verve; Friiydpe LEI 2663 F1T1 
.- To which: ſupposdObjeftion, the 15/0 man anſwers, 
in the Words I have read, Rejoyce, o young man in thy youth, 
and let thy heart chear thee inthe "days of thy youth,” q. 4. 
* Let it do thee;good; 'und bringthee' joy, be as merry as 
* thou canſt, and: take alithe fatisfattion thy luſts can,pro- 
My cams if; thou thiakarbelt, yr) mp mmm 
* 1/7 2» the ; heart, «a» ””Y Jt of 7 Jes. 
$4: *Pting re ham a ſhort life and-a merry, bauk 
* nothing which thy laſt dorhwliftate ; deny thy felt no- 
© thing thy foolith heart can with;-or thy ſenfral appetite 
* may crave. - But know 4or bertdin, 'a-dap of reckoning 
« $5 # hivd;, when God witheall' thee to am account for 
B 2 was, Ty 
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«thy ſenſual luſts and youthful follics* How eve r tow 
« thou maiſt ſtifle the convictions of thy Conſcicnes by 
« repeated debauches and lewd company; however now 
« thou Maiſt maks a ſhift to Urown the ſcntinenys vt A 
«. rex{ogable Soul by the” noiſe of riet,; or bring tl the, 
«ſures of the feſþ to baniſh the preſaging KS ot FR 
4 mmortal ſpirit : however now thou maiſt. flarte X.Qr 
re delude thy ſelf by the principlesof a Saddycee 6. ay 
« thy ſenſes by the praCtice of an Epicvre ; yet 4A all io 
things God. 2 ll bring thee to Judgent. q. 4; 4 Whither 
cx £0 wilt;or,no, a} feruitiny ſhall” be nine; intoth 
6 aQions, 1 and an account muſt begs en of thing ull- 
« life: ant for all. the vanities of thy your, andthe fen- 
* ſual pleaſures that now entice thee ;. God, 'a-ternble 
* and 2 rightcous.( God wil bring, thee to bus: Judgment: 
OS er 
Aud it foltows,. v: 19, Therefore: ia furaw bad thy 
heart, ( by avoiding fin, which is the *cauſe of ſorrow.) 
and put away 'e evil from thy fleſh, fot childbood aud youth, ate 
vanity, 

From the words may be colle&ted. ehieſs Three: Getie- 
ral Heads of Diſcourſe, , as cormppelienſivs of the' ſum of 
the Text. _ 

x. In that Solomen - makes tiſe-of an; Ironie, "and: ſo in 
mockery and derifion bids the young-man rejoice, WE may 

_ take.notiee; that for ful mirthy and ſenſual. Pheaſure, i is-10 real 
and ſubſtantial joy, fit for a;lpiſeman to_chooſa..” It hath bitt 
the appearaxce and the aame of joys, forgwhat is truly - 
is: nowhere to. be gd, without. FR, of . Fer: & 
furl te plng if lus Commandment 
2 "ECT Te Flite his, ſeg HA paw in 


cular, 'we fiave 4 "plain inti ons 
of Pair "wx Tongs are roſe pf to. lay ina RAOPE = 


. 
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orget their Creator, through the temptations of ſenſual plea» 
[4-4 and youthful luſts.. , 7 ey & " ® 

3. Becauſe he tells the young mar,that even Fe win? come 
to judgment, as an argument moſt proper to damp his car- 
nal murth and. jallity, and put a, check. to his. purſuit of 
youthful Luſts, We may, hence obſerve, in what reſpe&ts 
the conſideration of a future judgment hath any force of Argue 
ment 'to perſwade young perſons to flop in thejr cours of-- fin, 
and to remember their Creatuur in the days of their youth, ,. 

As to the firſt, ] ſhall divide it, into Two Branches, apd 
fo confider,, 1. 7hat. the carnal mirth of finyers hath But the 
appearance and. name. of joy: being. expreſt by. an Ironie, 
while on the contrary,they meet with trouble,andforrow, 
and Taos ag in purſuit of. their luſts. Ls 

2. That the Jife of a ſerious Chriſtian, in the feat of . Gad 
and the keeping of his Commandments," 2 the only chearful and 
merry life. 

I (RR finful mirth and ſenſual. pleaſure hath but the 
apperance and name of joy. ;Doubtleſs the thought of Joy 
cartieth Argument with. it to allure, as that of .ſorrow to - 
diſſpade ; 00 which , account we are ,commonly averſe to 
ſerious. practical Religion in our. younger years, as ſuppa- 
ſing it. wonld ntertexe. with all. the.. pleaſures of . human | 
life, and daom ys to-.a perpetual NOUrIng melancholick 
ſtate; whereas the roxy in the Text may let us. know, 
That while we, walk in the way of - our qwy carts, and.in the - 

ht of our eyes, WE deceive our {elyes with. the ſhadow 
& Joy, andthe ane of ink... 1/14 
15 true, he bids the. young man, BE 7210: 
bs heart var. Dim ; br Rk wir corp. and. de 


" % + »oy os; eC * ; 


an.\,. For.as to ſenſual, mirth, ſo greatful and .infeQung to 
the generality of yquth, either ,it depends upon. The 
Prov. 23- Company, which ſometimes. begets quarrels and ,zqunds 
**: without cauſe, or proves not ſuital le to them humoun;) or 
elſe arifeth from a particular temper, of Hedy, heighten 
by meats and drinks, and;more than ordinary Diet; (and 
fo hath ors jock Hogs mo of the Man:) and by.con- 
quence,muſt needs Þ a ſhort continuance : vr. elf 
by ſole effect of youth, and willundovtredſy decay, 
as they advance 1 Age.  Howeyer, it is,in-it telf cog- 
remptible and baſe,” as teigned and'not ſincere, as apperr- 
mg znd not real, as vam-and: wixhbut foundation,” as ir. 
tional and without a cauſe : and 'not comtemprible. only 
in, ſelf, but likewiſe in relation to the Sbjet, the'in- 
fenior part. of Man: and much wore 16 referent 
'Ohjelt of rhetr carcal-mirth, when tis tat only. 
bur forbidden too ; and as truly fo in;r 


. 


ration alſo, fince it is eaſily diſturb, gui utckly gone, 
ind that a courſe of f HE 


How can it be imagi non gt 
a Man any ſolid mirth! when the Men: thenlelves ar 
'at ſuch a vaſt expence of care, and pains, and trouble, of 
unavoidable fear,and ſhame, and anxious thoughts; either 
to contrive, or to accompliſh, or te, conceal the 
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their way, which they know not 'how'to remoye; ſtarts fo - 
matiy objections, winch they cangot anſwer; makes ſo ma- 
py doubts ard Scruples, which" they know. not how to 
reſolve and, overcome; that if they will venture upon 
the ſia it muſt be even in deſpite of themſelves. * 
-So s the very contriyance of their ſins gives 
them ſufficient uneaſinels and troubſe to ſpoil their mirth+ 
ch pevis thoughrlnS being necelyto ſame th 
model, to fix the time! to defign the manner, and to of- 
der the circytaſtances of ſome unpieties; and fometimes 
the wickedneſs 7t;/elf isits ow puniſhment. 

Look upon the young ſinner ſwelling in ride, or burn- 
og io luſt, or drowning in ſenſuality ; JAvef T1 him rackt 
with impaticjt defires, and burthen'd with unavoidable 
fears, Teaft his attempt be unluccesful, or leaſt he be dif- 
appointed in the ſecrecy of the enjoyment, and hisſhame 
and oY publifh'd tothe world: And yet thisis the mer- 
ry life of the ſenſual Epicge! | 7 

' -Beſides, when, ob xngalye continuance, in ſin, 


the Devil is.1a full (ion, and. Luſt upon the Throne; 
what Tyrawmy doth it exerciſe ? and what a blind obedience 
{t the ſinner yield? How often, are you forced to de- 


a « * 


1 know to be falſe? ind forun headlong againſt the 
light of nature, 4nd the checks of Conſgience, and fur- 
render Soul and Body and all, cars will of 'Satan,. and 


the oprijpa of at; imperious;Joptifecring Liſt > 
"Now; whatirdirth or jay can confilt wict fac, a ſervi 


tude?" yea, "While you weary your ſetves to comwit iniquity Jer 9. 5- 
Iif- 


meer with:from the dif 
figdinf Toxrow, where you 
ench: inſtead of a perfame; 


and 


what frequent Vexations' 


wpliitment of . your Ko 
pop? 


p you 
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thing. mores; a 
A I lr and; | 

poſſels. already : eit Ki 
You Fangot obtain, or the ae/e 
cannot get-rid of, or thites _ 
not An; Your Power” to keep, Of or 
as FU *Gafmor accomp 
the only-merry and joyful, lifea,. a 

. Moreover, Let a man but; you.0n th | 
is become of the pleaſure of: the /af agg | 
there remains. nothing but a ſling, 1, the, 
Where hea; I pray is your-mirth and 30 
once-the-.heat- of your Wine and Luſt. Lge Fs You 
dare take the- liberty of ſober thoughts, .a. guilt LIES 
ence will then tell you your own, and you ſhall we ex 
ableto ſtop its mouth. And-tho? 1n part you Sh ve 
waſh'd awaythe ſenſe of former dronkenueſs by moreWine; 
or think todrown the voice of your boſore enemy,.the 
accuſer within, by running into jovial Company, ahd an 
excels of riot; yet ſome ſmart affliction, or fome ſharp 
reproof, or ſome ſerious Sermon, may ſet your, ſins: in 
orderagain, and-make:your wounds to bleed afreſh; And. 
then Conſciewe (notwithſtanding your endeavours to ſtop 
its mouth;. and ſmother- its accuſations) will not fail to 
lhſh the Drankard, \and ſtone the Adulterer,. and make the 
Lips! of) ana lot-bute: ike a-Cocatrice,, You, fha/ | hear. its 
voices: and-anderRandiits errand; and feel a mortal 


and -a.noifom m__ in.the comel ns OR. FT 


Bb > n= IN ge , from.fch canvictions.og JPN £4- 

& 7 7111707 28 1 
Butzaf this. benot chexaſe of WA bene Ie iven 
up40 aReprebate fenſe;ytrhow git onaſgebedothahe 
agitation of their own Uikathed thoughts ſet all in a =_ 
within ? 


IJ Ma 


w vithig.. hen the remembrance © cheir drunken eXceſles. 
grves'th Vin ar and Gall to #748, -and' makeS&rhem 
ONCE rides" fig p that terrdle' "'tliar for 
og the'next "may be of tht Ou of 
RR of Hell. * When there: 
nem of Hel Wh Juſtfuf Bears Fives ther the” ſid pro-- 
can wi ITY Me *hchable'Fire,' into which 
;— When the gechd of their ' Oatbs"'and 
the Name of God /-ſhalf 
peirce ray Abs with an epeafteethir4 remorſe, When afad' 
refle Aibn" on theit paſt prophaneſs, in ſcoffing at what is 
Serious afid Holy, inrdiculing Religion,md making a'mock: 
of Sin, fhaH = them into'a fit of trembling, 'trom the 
unavoidable fears of a Judgment to come. Now if this 
be the or dow ſtate "of their caſe,as moſt certain it is, well 
might. the-wiſe may expoſe their mirth- to ſcorn, and by af 
foe ie Py fs to rejoyce. 
of a' Righteous, Floly Perſon;in the fear f 
God ad wt yt xo Commanelments is the only trac and. 
proper __ - pig Lite of an upright Chriſtian, the only 
chearful and merry Life. 
| "Whereas ſome men have inferr'd, that becauſe there is 


{Wee'proftiouncd int Scripture "to thoſe that /augh, and 4'1.u4.6.25, 
Meſſedntſi"to thoſe that mourn and weep : 'that it ' is (theres 11. 4.5. 


fore neceffary, if we will be ſerious Chriſtans, that -we' 
muſt befad and unfociable, melancholy and-dejetted, and 
kad a ike 'of -continml'eomplaints and . forrows. "They 


ſe the Scifpatite GithRthatize 36cufer fora Camel to 
Paſt thiewgh the ejecef* 14 needle, "tba forts rich WeameV OHIE7 Mite. 16. 


into the K. ingdom « of Heaven. For as to that part of: Chi 


ſins Life whitfirconſRs in' the-contemplariom:of tpiritbal 


things, the infialeroxcllonty td noveky-ofchit=btds 


111418 » 46) eel+ Fat '; s, :; yuh 


; 


mighOks well concladeantcefiiry oftuming\Monks or Beg- 


— 


A'Fu  Funea / Sex10. NY '=9 


24 


A: Funeral Sermpn. 


} CNY 00". 


_— _— _— —”— —_ 


maſt render it pleaſant. And as to that, whichcon- 
ſiſts in prettice, it muſt nzeds be moreſo;' fromthe ex 
coaraging Teſtimony of a' good 'Comfetencey'and the''Joy 
of 'the Holy-Ghoſtz unſpeakably' more deligtirtal and fa. 
risaQory, tharr the moſt rayiſhing pleaſures 'the'(Fpieare 
canboaſt of, The beſt of bjs betng ſhort" and tranſene,. 
and mixt with ſome” uneafineſs/and troaltle: . But theue 
lights-of an Holy Soul; are pureand (ubſtantial, durable 
and laſting, riſing _ arid-incteafing more by the =y 
injoyment:: not: eaſily interrupted- by' a "change of oult- 
ward Circumſtances and -Conditions\in'the World, nor 
broken-on-a- fuddert by little accidents that beſat-ais una« 
wares; which is not'to be deny'd in reference-ev fenſuat: 
Jo » id WF. bo: i4 # 3 4) Ti 
Sirs, whois it, thateither-isor can be' Joyful;that a&u+ 
ally is fo, or hath reaſon to beſo 2 It not the upright ob 
dient Chriſtian ? 284 5$:,5 or 

Is not the continual preſence of God, the Father. Son, and 
Holy Ghoft, and the conſtant Miniftry and Attendance: of 
his bleſſed Angels, ' a ground of Joy? He may then re6- 
Joyce. Isnot peace with God, and peace with Confrience, 
and peace with the whole Creation ? Is not Redemption 
from the bondage of Sm; from the flavery of the- Devil, 
from the ſting of Death, -and+ the curſe of the Law, 2nd: 
Gods Eternal Wrath , enough to make him chearful'>-He. 
may then rejoyce.. Pr V0ur 06 

If the favour of God, and the acceptance of their per- 
ſons and fſerviceswith him, be ſufficient reaſon to difſwade 
from ſadneſs; 'they may tifen ear their Bread with Foy,'and 
drink their Wine with a-merry heart, for God. aceepterh both 
them and 'theirwork. 11 000 6 vob PA Vt 

It treedom! of aevefs to 'the-'Throne 'of Graces; if a pro- 
miſc of being\granted mwhatifo &re/they askt; —_— 
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elt aſſurance from a God, that cahnot Lye; that all things 
thall-waxk:for good; It! to dwelb in his houſe 5 and tit 
2 lus: Table; and; ber related-tor:him'asa Father ;-ifr to 
hear, his; Word ,;, and-ſing his Praiſe, and -receive; the 
Communications.of his Gracc, the pledges of his Cove- 
nans-' Love, and the comfortable foretaſts of Everlaſting 
Joy,, ke enough to make them Chearful, 'They, and they 
ony »t7g/t, have to be:fo:; And that' in-Ezery Condition. 
Arc they reptoacht.and flanderd > they may: yet be chear- 
tul, becauſe God will bring forth their Righteouſneſs 1s 
the Light, and clear their | Integrity as the noon-day ' Are pj, :-6, - 
they aithCted, by poverty, or ſickneſs, or difapointments in 

ther deſigns and hopes? they may yet be cheartul, and 

tiank God for all the advantage and benefit of his wiſe 
diſpentations of providence. Are they Tempted by the 

Devil? tzey may yet be Chearful ; becauſe God wilt fhortly 
tread. Satan under their | feet, and not permit them to be _ = 
tempted abrue what therr able. Do they ſuffer for Righ- 1 Cor. 10. 
teoulſntis fake ? they may yet be Chearful; yea, rejoyce "5 
and be exceeding g/ad, and count it all Foy to receive ſuch ,,,  , 
an- honour. / For ' there are! promiſes,  perticularly re-* 
ferring to ſuch aſtate, ſufficient to encourage them ; yea, 
to.raake them rejoyce. ., Do they ſometimes Mourn wat] 

godly forraw 2:yet may they ſtill rejoyce; ſince to conſider 

the end and effect of that forrow, will give 4t a mixture 

of ; Joy: And-even - their - penetential / tears: do but clear 
theirſeyesta look up to Heaven with. dehght' and com- 

fort, and-ecmable them the better-to rexd{a pardon. - 

..,Aad here. s.were eafy .to-ſhew. how-rheir Faith, and 

hope, and love, how their humility, \meckne(s; and pa- 
tiene, their: cononedaels-with God's allotmenr!, their 
whgnation , to. bis Will, gbeir farisfaRion- in-his Chayee, 
ther well pleaſedneſs with his Order, their preparedne!s for 

C 2 every 
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every Condition, their” diligence in their 'callings, their 
madcation/in the ate of Jawtul' things, and then” wno- 
ceey, and harmleinefs int their carriage ard behaviour'th- 
wards others,- dv atl contribute to'a theartul and'a joyfil 
lite, » Therctore well might the Platt tell us that the 
P/. 64 Rphteous: ſhall be. glrd in the Lord, and aff. the "apy ight 'n 
'* Heart: ſtall Glory.: . And welt: might our Lord advite his 
Diſciples not:to. be liſted vp-with the gitt' off Miracks, 
Luke. 10. . but» rgjoyce rather that their names were mritteh in Heavey. 
= And well might the Apoſtle command Chriſtians to're. 
joxce (aa by an Troxie, as Solomon here ſpeaks to the Young 
Man,, but) .in the .moſt real and proper- ſenſe, Rejoyce ix 

the Lord always, yea, and again, T ſay rejoyce. 

.: Thus muclz tor the. firſt General: | 

2. Let us. confider, in that the Wife-man dire&s his 
diſcourſe.to the Young Man-inperticular, we have thence 
a plain intunation, that of al others, young p2rſons are moſt 
apt to neglet the fear of God, and. be unmindful of their 
Maker through the temptation of ſenſual pleaſures and youth- 
ful lufts. 

Tho' God demand his right as ſoon as we-are capable 
of, underſtanding it; - and- ro ſerve the- Lord: from 'our 
youth 1s but juſt and reaſonable, conſidering that ſo great 
a part.of, our lite is alxeady cut off by our Infancy and 
Childhood; tho! the longer we delay, the greater ' diffi- 
culty. ſhallwe meet. with; - when ever weſetabour'it ;tho' 
our, whole lite at longeſt (' as ſoon 'as we are'tapable-and 
jj. didlwe ) ſhould be devoted-to God,” ant! tis 
41] little enough,, if we conſider its-relation. to our Eterpal 
State ; tho" the ſooner we begin, the more welcome we ſhall 
be,and the more acceptable our-Obedience; yea;tho"an Ear- 
ly piety be the, only hopeful 'method't6-prevent the ha- 
zard of; a ſudden death, andthe terrible refle&tions of old 
age, and the intolcrable pangsa death bed remorſe; yet ſuch 

is 
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is che power ot Original. Sin. in youpg: perſons; ſuch; and 
| ſozpany aretig laces of youth, and thoſe:{aagreeableto 

their, V35108s; 10clinations ;,; fuel, the; force.of ' prejudice ; 
Sucy the; artifices of the Devil; and o prevalent: the 'per- 
{yaltons of; evitCompany-;- they are uſually ſoproud,. jg. 
noxant, and, unexperienced, ſoraſh, . haſty, andunadvy. 
ed.and fo caily antected with Sadduciſm and the principles 
of Injidelity,. to lqth ro aſſent toany ſach premiſes, whoſe 
con 1 ſizn will ver the neſleſſity of :changing;their preſent 
courie,. that they. of all others da moſt need a ſerious ad. 
monition to remember their latter end and final Judgment, 
leaſt through the temptations of Senſual -mirth and plea- 
ſure, . they put the.evit day-far from them. 


For ( alas! ) how feldome do we conſider in Youth: 


what we-are !.and why we were made! or. what is our 


buſineſs. inthe World ! and what will be the end of our - 


preſent courſe ! Whereas one thought of God and our laſt 
Judgment, methinks, ſhould te. enough - to- down. all 
ather thoughts as the. noiſe of. a Caxondoth.that of ;a. 
Whiſper. 

Senſe is fo prevalent, and” Reaſon.. ſo weak,. we are ſo 
much inclined tothe one, andſo unwilling.to be led by- 


the -other, .that ' toys and trifles, ſports and. recreations, . 


and the .vanities of tools and Children poſts our .hearts, 

and employ.our time, not, looking .bebind us,. to what we 

have either. done, or been-; .norbetorc us, -whither we 

are gong, .and _ what in-all; ikelyhood/7yilbbe the period 

of our preſent mirth,.ang the ſad Cita?ropheof our Youth: 
| (109 4 vv il fig ties + 4h 


ful la} rt ©? rfft9; 14 Is - ? 
Youn perſans will, hardly be-gonvincad; '(butthasNow . 
1s their ot bebank, and, Joval, havingrime{as they 
count, ). ta, cominagd,.,and the, World beforethern j that 
ks time enough tothink of, Death when thopare _—_ 
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by ſickneſs, orwitherd by old Age ; let them be concerned 
abbutanother World; who are leaving this ; theirUtoed 
now is' warm, and theit 'Spiritsnimble, their ſenſes. are 
quick, and their paſſions ſtrong; they will walk in the 
way of ' their own hearts and in the fight of their eyes ;,,ang 
ordinarily ſplir upon thatRock of Evil company, where 
ſo many thovfand Veſſells at their firſt launching out haye 
dafht in preces. Beſides, their Age is molt inviting to 
:the Devil to. bend his chiefeſt forces againſt them, rather 
than againſt Children, or Aged perlons ? the former not 
being capable of making a choice, and the /atter being 
fixed and reſolvd in their way ; his principal endeavours 
thereforeare levelld 2gainſt Youth, todraw off their hearts 
from God and Holy things, and to divert their thoughts 
'from the conſideration ot Death and Judgment, whuch 
would otherwile reſtrain and check them 1m purſuit of their 
liſts: And thus brings me tothe Third General, to conſider, 

3: That fer all theje things God will brings us to Judgment. 
And therein what Argwmerts the ti.cughts of a future 
Judgment may rationally ſuggett #0 damp the carnal mirth 
of young pe”. th and perſuade them to remember their 
Creatour in the days of their youth, 

And to inforce this Argument I might here mind you 
-of the miſchief you will do to othersbyan ill example, 
andof theaggravation of Fyour ſin by employing the beſt 
of your t-me m the ſervice of the Devil, whuch muſt needs 
make” judgment more terrible, 1f- that your final doom, 
the confequences of it will be more ſevere. 

T might tell you the ſooner you repent, the more hope 
Ful EE sts L*Fbbdn ;" T might "0 
ly deſctit&the happy influence of * an i Prery with 
reſet” to the'Fattrre part of Yar lives, to foept, our 
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choice, and goverrr ouraCtions, and. prevent a greatdeal of 
Sin, and ſhame, ſorrow, and. repentance ; I might mention 
the comfortable refleions in Old Age upoa a. well-(pent 
lite ;* ur capacity of greater Service to 'God now ; and 
our affurance, of a Fregier crown of Glory hereafter ; 
with all the' other conliderable benefits that have reſpect 
either toa fafe and happy. life, a comfortable. Old Aze, 
and a peacable Death, or a joyful Reſurreftion, and a bleſſed 
Eternity; all which will come under the Argument in-the 
Text ; and whatT ſhall ay of itmay be compriz'd under 
the tollowing particulars,. 

1. Let young, perſons conſider, that notwithſtanding 
their preſent mirth and jollity, yet the Jadgement of 
Ged is infallibly certain: It isan unqueſtionable, undoubted 
trath, that for. all theſe things God will bring thee to Judg: 
ment. | 

2. Conſider, that this Judgment is near at hand, and 
wul ſbortly take place. 


3. Conſider your ſurmmons-may: be ſuddain, before you 


ae aware. 

4. Confider, that Youth and health is: the fitreff time 
to prepare for this Judgment of God. "4 

5. That if hugh the —_— of carnal mirth 
ind. youthful . lufts you your preparation, it 1s 
tnore then probable = of e by death to this Judgment 
of” God! will be very nc bn and full of borrows. \ 

6. That this Judgment it ſelf, and its.. immediate 
emſequentes, will be intollerably dreadful to unprepared Sinners, 
whether 7 owng or Old, | | by ones BIA pct 

r.Confider, that notwithſtanding your preſent. mirthand 
jollity, yetthu final judgment is infall;bly certain. What is here 
a 


into 


firmed con 7. perſons, 5 aſſerted hkewilſe concerning 
things 11 the oops ary that God will bring every work Eccl. 12. 
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into Judgment, with every ſecret thing whither 5t be good, 
or whither it be e9il. Methinks I need not tel] } that the: 
Doftrihe of this final Judgment isdeclard in Seri with 
thegreateſt plaineſs, confirn'd by the ſtrongeſt Evidence, 
and preſt uponthe Conſcience: with the molt cogent, :and 
inſorcing and Arguments; eſpicially -fince the. pretended 
Otje&tions on the behalf of the Saddcee, and theſenſhaþ 
Epicure are ſo weak. and trifling, that it thieir /uffs were” 
not ſtronger than their argaments, they themſelves wouti' 
be aſhamed to offer them. - 2901] 
For whoever disbelieves a future Judgment muſt: either 
conclude that the A/mighty God cannot, or that the Righteous 
God will not call us to an account tor what we have receives 
and done, tho? his abſolute Ommnipotence doth-aſlure us, that 
hear , and his invaziable zruth. ( having. declared his 
purpoſe ) that undoubtedly he wi/l, 
And do wethink that-all the - aſſurance of this Judg- 
ment of God; which the Scripture gives us : that afl 
thoſe plain aſſertions concerning the Judge himſelf, and 
the perſons to be Judged, and the conſequence of the 
Judgment, and the certamty of it, ' that rhey-/ are only 
terms of art to aftright the- world, and notreal intended 
truths, which will take effe&t according to their natural 
meaning ;*that the whole account is perfe&t fiion, and 
meer Romance, contriv'd on purpoſe: torkeep the World 
in due Decorum, and -fo to prevent ſorne badeffetts only in 
reference- to the preſent Stite'of things, * which would 
probably follow, 1f-this belief did not- obtain ; Whereas 
is it not neceſſary, that there ſhould be # Judgment day, 
for the conviction arc} condetnaation/! of ' great Sinners, 
that from the-Legiflative authority of God, and trample 
on his *Governntent|'and-are \#bove the cheek and con- 
rou! of fitiman® laws? ((tomanifeft tlic 6 


, 
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Gods asRalcnot. the -world, .invrendering toevery, man 
2:6 Wng toksworks,andtouphdld the honour of bis wiſe 
Garerpments” whereof Judgment is. as neceſſary and 
way et) Legiſlation; the latter without the tormer 
being elle: than: ſhew.and-moekery ; is it not nece(ia 
tox the Vindication of Religion from that centempt and 
carthet that [8 powr'd; upon 1t+; Isit not neceſſary to.un- 
riddle the\ myſtenes..of Divine Providence, and diſcloſe 
the Jecret: waokedne(s: of .Hypocrites, and put a difſe- 
rence between thoſe that ſerve him, and thoſe that retuſe 
to, dp.10 2 As likewile to reftify the miſtakes and falſe 
opinions. that are abroadin the, world concerning» God, 
and Chriſt, -and Holineſs, and Sin, to put an end to con- 
troverizes, and determine the difference concerning what 
is Truth and what. is Error? Theſe and ſuch like things 
conſidered ( beſides the Authority of Divine writ) do 
moralfy aſſure vs, that there will be an after-reckoning, 
and. a+ fiaal. Judgment. . And methinks one thought of 
the certainty thereof, ſhould give a check to your c r- 
nalmuth, and caſt a damp upon your Senſual joy, and 
abate your. heat- nd vigour an a courſe of Sin. For did 
we but believeth:at- tor all theſe things God will bring 
us to Judgment, how -could we -ſo readily : entertain the 
temptations of -the Devil, and fall ſuch an Eaſy prey to his 
devices How could {o many.unhappy Towths wvade their 
own Damnation, and ſnatch-it asf were out. of the hands 
oh Juſtice? thruſt away their preſent and-tuture happineis. 
adly mto theNevils, arms in the perſuit of rhe youtl:tul 
lus, the: ghey; have been-tald fo plainly, and warn'd 10 trc- 
quently of a Future Judgiment- How could thc:e.quings 
be it theydid but believe the, certainty of this final judg- 
went },and(hoy; dreadful will be theircaſe. who-avc pg &- 
wakend all they find it ro. þe{a+who willnot achnoxwlecs, 
D 
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this Judgment of God, till they know the dreadfulneſs 
and terrour of it, by being brought to their Trial; - who 
will not believe that God will ever call them to an ac- 
count, till a final Impenitence, joyn'd with their Infideli- 
ty, bring them under his condemning Sentence, 


2. Conſider, that this Judgment 1s near at hand and wif} 
ſhortly take place. As Death will conſign us over to God's 
Tribunal; fo childhood, and youth, manhood, and old 
age, are but ſeveral ſtages that haſten us to Death. Yet 

3ob.16.22. 4 little while and we muſt go the way of all rving: How 
concern'd and thoughttul foever now we are about this 

World, we muſt ſhortly bid adieu, and take our leave. 

Even the Man of bufineſs muſt find a time to dye, and 

give an account of his Stewardſhip ; tho' he allow him- 

telf /ittle or none to prepare for Death and Judgment. 

Our Touth and Strexgth is quickly gone , we ſoon decline 

and languiſh into Duſt : Aſſoon as we begin to live, we 

are haſtening to the end of our Lite. As a Candle, afſoon 

as it begins to burn, - or an hour glaſs aſſoon as it is turn- 

ed, doth haſten to its end: (our life withering like a 

1 Pet.1.24+ Flower, and paſſing like a watch in the night.) We muſt 
£/al 9% dye ſhortly, and much fooner than they who lived in the 
firſt ages.of the World. As Death is the certain conſe- 
quence of o/d age; ſo thoſe Evil days ( as the wiſe Man 

calls them) do itill draw near, and will quickly overtake 

us. Whether we eat, or drink, or ſleep; whether we be 

fad or merry:; whether we talk or are ſilent ; whether 

we work or are idle ; whether we are ſtudiousor carelels; 
whether we prepare for Death and Judgment, or whether 

we deſpite and avoid ſuch Thoughts : And yet how ma- 

ny ſpend ther- youthful days in vanity and ſin, with a 
careleſs negle&-of God 'and their Salvation, i# gyanep 
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and Drunkenneſs, in Chambering and wantonneſs, not putting Rem. 12. 


on the Lord Jeſus, # walking in his Spirit ; but making pro- 
viſions for the fleſh 0 fulfill the Iuſts thereof. As if this day 
of the Lord were a great way off, at a mighty diſtance: 
Whereas our Judge is at the door, and the end of all things 
doth approach, and it can't be long ere ail the World 
muſt receive their Doom. 

'A beleiving thought of this, would certainly imbitter 
Tie pleaſares of ſin, would quench our fond defire, and 
check our Fooliſh hopes, and ſpoil the reliſh of our car- 
nal Joy ; would blaſt the Beauty, and darken the luſter 
of worldly . greatneſs; would fadden the delights, -and 
weaken the Temptations of fleſhly pleaſures. For what 
fatisfacion can that man. take in Jovial Company, in 
the paſtimes of Children., and the laughter of Fools, 
who is verily perſwaded, that ere long he muſt appear 
to Fadgment? How can he be enamourd of this Earth, 
and after ſerious deliberation be fond of outward gran- 
dure ; who beleives, and knows, that ſhortly the Earth 


it ſelf ſhall be burnt up , the Trumpet of the Arch Angel 2 Per. 3. 


found, and our Glorious Judge ſummon all Man-kind ve- 
fore . his Bar, by that Thundring Voice, Ariſe dead and 
come to Tudment > And can we grant this day of the Lord, 
to be not only certain, but ear at hand; and not think 1t 
time to prepare for .our ſolemn appearance? ſhall we 
contradict our principles, and live in a repugnancy to 
our avowed Creed, -under the plain cenſure o: Noto- 
rious . Zypocrify or folly 2 The Firſt from our proteſſion, 
if we do not beleive it ; the Secoxd from the unſuitablenefs 
.of our practiſe, in caſe we do. | 


3. Conſider, that your Summons to this Fudgment of God 


may be ſudden aud unexpetted, and vvertake you anawares. 
When God will require your Souls to appear .before [1s 
-D-2z Tribunal, 
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Tribunal ; how ſoon or ſuddenly he-will do it,- you can- 
nat ſay. The time and ſat of our.Death, in- kindneſs 
and wiſdom, is. concealed. from us, that. we may! every 
where ſtand upon our gaurd, andevery, moment expect our 
call to Judgment : becauſe. we know not whether God by 
ſickneſs will advertiſe us of- our approaching-end, or his 
ſtroke be ſudden by an unexpeted caſualty. And therefore 
Moſes (peaking to the Jews, as to one man, ( Deut. 30! 20. ) 
fith h2 of God, He w thy Life, and the length of thy Days. 
q 4. The ſhortning or prolonging of thy days is in the Hand 
of God. Hence ſome are taken the firſt hour, and ſome at 
the third, and ſome at the ſixth, and ſome at the ninth, and 
others let alone till the eleventh; but that is a great wncer- 
tainty : for we may be ſurpriſed. Innumerable accidents 
attend us every where, that may blot our names out of the * 
Book of Life, and ſuddainly confine us to the Chambers 
of Death. It may be this day we are Jovial, and in health 
among our friends, and worldly affairs: and to morrow 
arreſted with a Summons to Judgment. In the morning 
in chaſe of earthly honour,, riches, or delights: and in 
the Evening laid out for our funeral, by various acct 
dents not now foreſeen by us or any of our friends. 

We may be cut oft while we preſume on hereaſter, while 
we reſolve to repent, ' in the midſt of our holy purpoſes, 
Leforc they are performed: For tho! we read 1n Scripture 
of the Sinner of an Hundred years old, that he ſhall be ac- 
carſt ; yet have we no example of oxc ix a thouſand, that 
lives to that age. his, Young, perſon, whole funeral | occa- 
ſion'd my diſcourſe, not many daysſince wasas ſtrong and 
healthful, andas likely to Live as any of us; and Tis a ve- 
ry great queſtions, whether you and 7:may have ſo much 
Time and Space to repent : upon a Sick-bed: as he had-, 
who enjoy'd his ſenſes and + the uſe of his reaton te the 
very laſt. 7his day therefore cannot be. too foon to pre- 

pare, 
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pare, becauſe to morrow may be too late : Every unpre- 


- pared Sinner being expoygd-to as many hazards of Ever. 
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laſting deſtruftion , as their may be aczidents to ſur. 
prize 'era with ſuddenDeath. 

4. Conſider, that youth and health is the fitteſt time to 
prepare for this final judgment : As tothe former, if we but re- 
flett on the manifold infirmities of old age, that weakneſs 
of body, and that decay of parts which doth uſualy 
accompany that ſtate, the hardning of their hearts by a 
cuſtome and continuance in Sin; the loſs of memory and 
quick apprehenſion ; the want of thoſe vigorous 
AﬀeCtions, and flexible inclinations which they had in 
Youth; which makes it more difficult to-convince and pcr- 
{wade them ; ſuch conſiderations as tkeſe, methinks ſhould 
be enough to diſcourage a delay in our young yerears. 

But beſides this, how can ſuch perſons expeCt to find? 
acceptance with God in the dregso! their time ! aſter 
the miſſpending of an whole Life to his diſhonour? for tho 
I would not dilcourage their utmoſt endeavours, and thro? 
the mercy of God in Chriſt, there is hope enough to pre- 
vent a total diſpair; yet what can we ſuppoſe ſhould be the 
ſubſtance of ſuch a mans prayer, but to this effe&t ? 

« Lord, I have waſted my days in fin, and facrificed the 
« flower of mine age to ſport and tolly, to the provoca- 
« tton of thy Juſtice, and the hazard of my Salvation ; 
« the beſt of all my Time, I muſt needs confeſs, hath been 
« devoted to the will of Satan, and devoured by my Luſts: 
« Bat I here preſent thee with the Lees and refule of my 
« ſtrength and Age, the little fragments, and poor remain- 
« der which they have-lett; I beleechthee, for the fake of 
« Chriſt to receive me now at laſt,tho' I did obſtinately de- 
« ny obedience to thy earliar calls,and wiltully refus'd to re- 
«turn ſooner: tho'now my ſtrength, as well as my body, is 


* bow'd .down to the Grave, and I am hardly capable 
ot 
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« of doing thee any Service : denyme not, O Lord, to /ive 
« with thee in the other World, tho'T have liv'd fo long 
« without thee in this. What prevalency do we ima- 
ginc there can poſſibly be in ſo weak an addreſs ? without 1 
Soverain extraordinary Grace to relieve the exigence of 
ſuch fad and diſcourageing Circumſta aces ? 

And then as to health, that for certain is the moſt proper 
time toprepare for Judgment: Let us but ſuppoſe the young 
ſinner ſciz'd by a fit of Sickneſs, if theaccuteneſs of the 
diſeaſe do not influence the brain, aud and cauſe a di[;riu;n 
yet is that a time to repent , and make your peace with 
God, and provide for our appearance' before his judgment 
Seat 2? for uſually the underſtanding is then clouded, the 
fancy then diſturb'd, the paſſions diſordered , and the 
thoughts diſtracted. 

Conſider —_— what is wont to be the hurry of a 
vidient diſtemper; ſ:ppoſe reſtleſnefs,through heat,or pain, 
or want of ſleep: or ſuppoſe the Phyſician ſhould miſtake 
thy caſe : or the Devil uſe his ſubtelty and malice to deceive 
or terrify thy guilty Soul ; and then tell me, whether a fict- 
bed be a fit ſeaſon to prepare for Judgment 2 May not thy 
thoughts have work enough to truggle with thy pains? 
or to ſettle thine eſtate > or regard thy mourning 
friends about thee > Whcn chy pulſe is low, and thy 


But ſuppoſing the free uſe of Reaſon, and an awaken'd 
apprehenuon 
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apprehenſion licewife of what reſcrs to their Immortal 
Souls, and their Eternal abode. 1 then add : 

5. That if, through the mticements of youthful Juſts, 
you now neglect to prepare, it is very probable, and you 
may juſtly tear it, that your paſſage, by Death, to this 
Judgment of God will be very uncomfortable and full of horror: 
whether repentance on the brmk of the Grave, after a 
2 wicked lite, may be Saving or no, 1s not the queſtion. 
Thro'-an extraordinary att of Grace(whereot the penitent 
Theit was an inſtance) it cannot be deny'd poſlible : 
But when it is ſincere and faving, who can tell, any other- 
wiſe, than 3s in charity we muſt hope the beſt > For as to 
the perſo:'s themſelves, on a ſick and deathbed, how can they 
m an Ordinary way be aſſured of their ſincerity? it 1s 
therefore probable, that their laſt Sickneſs will be very un- 
comfortable, tho' their Repentance fhould prove ſincere, 
and their Souls ſaved in the day of Chriſt. For ſuppoſe, . 
when their ſmsſtare them inthe tace, and they did never 
till now bethunk themſelves of the neceſlity of a pardon ; 
That Satan fhould now tell them, that their Repentance 
doth come too late to meet with that mercy they fol 
abugd. And "that 'tis all owing to their Fears of Death, 
andthe apprehended dreadful conſequences of dying. If 
he ſhould tell 'em, that the pleaſures of Sin being loſt, 
and fo the bait to intice them gone; every thing about 
them looksfad and mourntul; and fuch a change of their 
condition, from health to ſickneſs, and the Gates of Death, 
muſt needs alter their refolurtions and thoughts. If he 
ſhould tell'em, that the nearneſs of Eternity cannot but 
make a perſon, who hath ſpace to conſider, more appre- 
henſive of another World, and” concerned about it, than 
at other times; and that if Sickneſs - and Death were at 
2 Freater diſtance, they wuold'ſtill be the fame + which 
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is to fadly probable from the many Examples of thoſe, who 
have returi'd to their former fins, alloon as they return'd 
to their health; and lett all their repentance, their holy 
thoughts, and good reſolutions, in that SickLed,- where. 
:t firſt they took 'emup. - If the Devil ſuggeſt ſuch a 
Temptation as this to the Sick Penitent, who hath hitherto 
walk'd in the way of his own heart, and in the fight of his Eyes, 
what can he reply, or plead-on his own behalt , to make 
proof of the Sincerity of his Repentance to himſelf, or to 
thoſe about him 2 However, it may become us to conſider 
ſeriouſly, that God doth oftentimes in righteous Judgment 
open the Eyes of Great Sinners on 'a Death-bed; and fill 
their Souls with an amazing horror from the :fears and 
foreſight of of his approaching vengeance. When-they 
cannot but apprehend, that their Sinning ſeaſon is now 
-expir'd ; their mirth and jollity over; their final Judgment 
at hand ; and their Bodies and Souls within a few hours 
to part, and ſo be divided between the Grave and Zell; 
) 01 will then admit other thoughts of God, and his terrible 
Judgment, -than at-preſent in your careleſs health : bitter: 
1y refle&ting on your paſt follies,in the days of your Youth; 
and freely condemning your former choice: :the ſerious re- 
view of your ſenſual Joys, ( which are fled as a ſhadow, and 
vaniſht like a eloud of ſmoak) ſhall give you an-unexpreſli- 
ble remorſe and ſhame ;having barter'd away your Souls for 
fuch a thing of neught, and ventured your Eternal Salva- 
tion for a trifling luſt. 

* Was my God, my Soul, and my Salvation, of no greater 
« value , will you then be forcd ſay; of no er 
« value; than fo eaſily to be parted with, for the ſhort ſa- 
« tisfaftoin of abrutiſh forbidden pleaſure 2 muſt I leave 
« this world Ilov'd fo dearly ? and bid adien for everto 
* all its: injoyments ? are all my good days paſt 4 
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« all, my, mirth,andjoy cancluded ? and nothing. but E- 
« ternal arrows tq te expected 2 muſt all my mirth and 
« laughter , Le exchanged , for tears and. howling 2. my 
« eaſe and pleaſure for:inwportable and remedileis torments ? 
« myſt, pay, guilty Soul be thus , torn from my budy 2, and 
« from all; thivgs in which it. took delight 2 to be drag'd 
«2nd hurricd.td 2 difmal place, ' where it will hate to ve, 
« and, yet +canngt dye 2, . Muſt I ſport, and ling, and re- 
« velit no moxe 2 Muſt], brave it out an Prige no longer ? 
« and reliſh the deliglits of ſenſe no-more, no, more , tor 
« ever? |; : 

« And whichis worſe, infigitcly worſe : muſt. I make my ap- 
« pearance bcfore my offended Judge, whole threatnings 
« [derided, , whoſe wrath I provok't, whoſe commands [ 
«contradicted, whoſe ſervants I reproch't, &c? muſt ] 
* now appear befare the dreadful tribunal of this Juſt, this 
* Holy, this Inexorable Judge? Isthere no hope of eſcape- 


*:ng1n the crowd, and fo ayoida trial ? or is there no 


* poſſibility, of an excuſe, when arraigned Lefore his bar 2 
«* or is thexe.no, method to be found tocyade the Execution 
*qf his Terrible Judgment 2 muſt I hear, and hear to 
* my Confuſion, that-Epitome of -Hell comprizd into a 
* Sentence 2 Depart,. Depart from me ye curſed into Ever- 
* laſting Fire > Oh! what thall I. be able to-fay for -my 
"ſelf when my own Conſcience brings the charge; and 
* reads the Indictment, _ and I cannot; difown” or deny 
* one Article - of what I am agcugd 2 ++ 4 {8 41 


"- 
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Jercies you have. receiv'd: from: God ;. all 'the 
ave, aftliftions you; have at.any tune met- with: 

al the awakening Sermons yonbave heard, all 'the\mo-, 
tions,. af God's, gSpirips rand the rebukes of 'yowr owy, 
y 24" reſiſted ;, all, ther calls:o6 hisWord, the 
warnings of hisProvidence, and the threatnings of his 
Wrath, which you have lighted ; your knowledg of your 
E danger 
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danger ; ySur time and ſpace to repent, your former con- 
feſſions of Sin ; vour convictionsof guilt ; your purpoſes 
to reform; the reproofs you have had from others; and 
the promiſes you have made = ſelves ; may all be 
muſter'd up to vour awakn'd thoughts, to ſerze your 
Souls with horror and contuſion, when you are called by 
Death to pals to this Judgment of God. 

And now, Chriſtians, 'tis probable you may ſuppoſe 
and hope that this will never te your caſe ; yet the pre- 
ſent inſtance, of this Znhappy youth may convinre you 
that 'ris poſſible, and more than poſſible. For tho'I never 
faw him (to my knowledg) Save on his Death-bed, 
yet having expreſt his own deſires, that others might 
take warning by his Example, I need not fcruple to ac- 
quaint you ( with what learn't from himſelf, and is 
well known to his Surviving companions. ) that during 
his health, he did put the evil day far from him: and yet was 
very apprehenſive of a future Judgment, and concern'd 
at his own unpreparedneſs, in his laſt Sickneſs ; moſt 
heartily conteſling, and that with Tears, that he had in- 
dulged to youthtul Luſts, delighted in wicked company, 
livdin the prophanation of the Sabbath, and made a 
mock of every thing almoſt that was Serious. And this 
notwithſtanding the counſels of his Friends, and ſome 
checks of his own Conſcience: ſadly bemoaning his forlorn 
ſtate, as having little or no hope to find mercy at the hand 
of God; and penitently conteſling his own willtulneſs 
and folly that procur'd it to himſelt: and thereupon cry'd 
out in the bitterneſs of his Soul, « Oh! had I'believd 
« and known, what now Ido ; I would have Leen more 
* concerned to Secure my Everlaſting Intreſt ; T would 
« have taken-more careto avoid Tempration ;T would have 
« imploy'd my Time to better purpoſes : and attended 
« the miniſtry of the Word in another manner, &c. But 
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« I fear*tis now too late. And then with the greateſt impor- 
tunity did beg of God to pardon and forgive him, for 
the ſake of Chriſt ; then toſling from place to place, wring- 
ing his hands, and lifting up his eyesto Heaven, ( with 
the affefting vehemence of a deſpairing Soul ) did be- 
ſcech the ailiſtance of thoſe about him to ſeek to God on 
his belaalt. « Oh pray for me, pray for me, for Chriſl's ſake 
« pray tor me ; That it yet Mercy may be had , the 
«Lord would take pitty on a miſerable Sinner. O my Sins 
* are 4 burden too heavy for me to bear; I have Sin'd 
«* tho” God ſtood by and faw me : Thave Sin'd tho' my 
«* Conſciencedid rebuke me tor it ; again, I have Sin'd, tho' 
*« Ireſolv'd to Sin no more; I know tiot what to do, or 
«* which way to turn, &c. for with ſuch words as theſe 
did he bewail himſelf, and . ſigaifie the horrors ofan ac- 
cuſing Conſcience. Neverthelels, for the ſupport of his Re- 
lations, and the encouragement of all returning Sinners, I 
am willing to add, That a little before his change (which 
was ſuddain and unexpected, when his Friends began to 
entertain ſome hopes of hisrecovery ) his Spirit was more 
compos'd and calm, his dittrafting Terrors much abated ; 
and the overwhelming tears of Death and Judgment very 
much ſubdu'dand overcome. 

In his confeſſions of in, he own'd and aggravatcd 
bis crimes with the greatcſt freedom, with a deep re- 
morſe of Spirit, and an hearty {erious iente and feeling 
of what he ſpake. He did not go about to palliate or 
excuſe his former wickedneſs, to lef!en or diminiſh it, by 
ſhifting the blame on the ſubtilty of the Devil, the bias 
and inclination of a bodily Temper, the Corrupution of 
humane nature, or the perſuaſions of Evil Company, &c. 
altho* this Jaſt he did very much lament, as the greateſt 
ſnare to his Soul, and a principal occaſion of his youth- 
ful fins, and apprehended Ruine. 
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Amovg other ſms which an accuſing Conſcience told 
him of, one that did more particularly at{cCt his heart, and 
burden his Soul, was the /m of Lying ; I mention this, 
with an unſcigned deſire, that all young Perſons ( Ap- 
prentices Eſpecially) would remember thus Example, and 
reſolve 2gainſt it. 

There is oxe /-ing mere, Which I named firſt, and would 
here take netice ot, I mean his Scofing FTumeur ; and this 
he acknowledged with a great deal of remorſe and ſhame; 
that when firſt he was an hearer in this place, he came 
with a deſign to dro// uprn the Sermon, and deride the 
Preacher : But not meeting with any thing on which to 

break a Jeſt, or occaſion murth and laughter, nothing 
Þut what was ferious, Lecoming tlie reverence and awful. 
nels of holy things, and ſuited to the folemn work 
and ſervice of a Sabtath, ke refolv'd to come again, and 
accordingly for ſome time did ſo, '( Tcannot fay how 
long) with other thoughts of my Brethren and me, and 
of the ſerious plainneſs of this our way of worſhip, than 
his former Tgnorance and prejudices would tufler him ta 
admit ; and thanks be to God he is wot the only Inſtance of 
this kind. : 

Therof.reI cannot but ſuljoyn, that as Religion is not 
the leſs excellent, becauſe ſome Fools deſpiſe it ; nor fin the 
leſs deſtruftive, becauſe there be tome Atheiſtical Scoflers 
who make a mock of 6n; neither is plain and ſerious Preach- 
ing, (with the purity and {implicity of Gofpel-worſhip ) 
any whit the more Contemptible, kecauſe tome that / 
in thechair of Scorners, deride and run it down ; ſince theſe 
kind of Seofters are uſually ſuch as caſt off all thoughts 
of God and an after-reckoning,. and arc no way influencd 
by the conſideration of a future Lite; to whom F/eaven 
and 7e/{/are words of ſport, and the. Sacred Scripture mate 
ter of deriſion. 
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For none, methinks, who are ſerious in the praCtice of Re- 
ligion, and make a conſcience of their words and actions, 
ſhould dare to make a mock of the worſhip of God, or thoſe 
that joyn therein, whether Miniſters or people: only upon 
the account of ſome little difference, from that method and 
way of worſhip,which they like beſt, when the ſub/taxce and 
teflon of bothis apparently the ſame, and belicv'd to be fo. 
Did men but «xder/tand what they profeſs by owning, Chri- 
ſtianity ; did they but belzeve what they underſtand; and pra: 
flice what they.pretend to believe, a meer Reverence and Juſt 
regard to holy Things, would moſt certainly give a chec« to 
this Scofing Humour, 1n reterence tothoſe who cannot jn ajl 
reſpects conform- to- their meaſures. 

6. Laſtly, Conſider the dreadfulneſs and the Terror of thi; 
fnal Judgment, in its ſelf, and its certain and immediate 
onſequences to every unprepared fmner, whether young or old. 
When the 4/efed Fefus. ſhall be revealed from Heaven, 
with his migity Angels, to take rhe Throne by his Ta. 
ther's order, and Judge the World in righteouſneſs; when 
he that ſtoop'd trom Heaven to Earth, to'be a ſacrifice 
for ſin; that watcht, and pray'd, and iweat drops of Hlo2d 
for you and me; that endured the Contradiction of ſin- 
ners againſt himſelf, inthe days of his fleth; ſufferd the 
Cruelty of men, and the Wrath of his Father, and the Curt- 
cd Death of the Croſs, upon our account ; ſhall come again 
as the Judge of quick and:dead;; we ſhall then have other 
thoughtsof him and of our ſelves, than now we entertain: 
Sirs, he zow offers you a pardon, as the purchaſe of his 
Death, on eaſy, honourable, and advantageous terms; 
But it will be zhex too. late, and in vain to begit- He 
now warns you of your danger, and tells you, that the 
cnd of youthful luſts, is Neath, and Judgement, and eter- 


nal Wrath. And they you ſhall know that he ſpake in 


carneſt, and his words were true. Now as a merciful Re- 
decmer 
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deemer, he entreats you to be reconcil'd; he ſhall they be 
clothed with vengeance, and appear, to your confuſion, 
as a Terrible Judge. 

At firſt hz came in the form of a Servant, to make our 
Peace with God, and was thereupon deſpiſed and reje&ted 
of men. But he ſhall ſhortly come again, to render ven- 
geance to thoſe, that would not know him as a Prince and 
a Prophet, receive his meſſage, and yeild obedience to 
his Holy Goſpel. Now he offers life, eternal life, and 
begs your acceptance of it: but he will then revenge 
your ungrateful refuſal of his offered mercy. Now he 
entreats you to be happy, and have compaſſion on your 
ſelves: But thex he will be as deaf to your entreaties, 25 
you have been to his; and that, hah you ſhould urge 


him with the greateſt importunity poſſible, though you 
beſeech him by the mercifulneſs of his Nature, by the 


freeneſs of his Invitation, by the Compaſſion of his Death, 
by the merit of his ſufferings, by the kindneſs of his $+ 
crifice, by the Grace of his Goſpel, &c. New you will not 
believe his promiſes ; but then you ſhall experience the 
execution of his Threatnings. Now you will not hearken to 
his advice and warning, but you ſhall ſhortly feel the fad 
cfiectsof your contempt an1 obſtinacy. Now you will 
not be conſtrained by his dying love; butere long you 
ſhall know the power of his wrath, whether you will or 
no ; for though at preſent he offer you life ; yet upon 
your refuſal, he will ſhortly pronounce the Sentence of 
Eternal Death ; as yet he Invites you to him, but hey he 
will bid you depart. Depart from me, ye curſed, into ever- 
laſting fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels. 

From that God, after whoſe Image you were Created, 
from that Saviour, who redeemed you by his blood, and 
trom that Foly Spirit who unsF have ſanCtified you 
by hisGrace. 

Depart 
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Depart from me, and all hopes of Salvation by me. 
From me, and all the bleſſed Company of Saints and A 1- 
gels, that ſhall Iive with me for ever. 

Depart from me, abandoned to an everlaſting curſe, ( of 
which both Souls and bodies ſhall be the wretched unhap- 
py Subjects. into Inquifite Torments ſet forth by fire , and 
ſuch as were originally deſign'd for the Apoſtate Spirits, of 
whom the Scripture doth ſuppoſe oneto be the principal 
Ring leader of all thereſt, and whoare therefore termed 
his Angels 

They who tempted you to Sin, ſhall deride your folly, 
and triumph 1n your Ruin; and be your Conſtant perpetu- 
alTormentors, ſince the fire is unquenchable, and never goeth 
Out. 

Nevertheleſs, how dreadfui ſoever this Sentence muſt needs 
be, it is not more intolerable in it ſelf, than unavoidable 
to the Sinner :For where will you hide from his Alſeeing eye? 
or how will you reſiſt the force of his Almighty arm? as 
it will be in vain to think of ſupporting his wrath : fo 
every Whit as vain to Imaginea poſlibility of eſcaping 
it, Will the tears of a deſparing Sinner extinguith the fire 
of Gods wrath, and .quench;the flames of Hell > will his 
wiſhing he had been wiſer, in the leaſt avail, when-the 
Charge is proved, and the Sentence ; paſt? whither would 
you flee fromthe juſtice of the judge 2 whither? but to the 
mercy of .a Saviour ? . But this Saviour is now the Fudge, 
and become your Enemy : A ſight of, whow;Jhall awaken 
the moſt ſlumbering Conſcience, and make the never-dy- 
ing worm gnaw your very heart: wherv it ſhall mind 
you of the calls and invitatiops.yqu refuſed, and the war- 
nings you ſlighted, revive the convictons you ſtifled, and re- 
member you of the. vows you broke , and force you to re- 


time paſt of your ignorance and folly. 
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fle&t on the vanities of your youth,and fadly look back on ir 


When 
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When for a light temptation, you run the hazard cfthis 
heavy puniſhment ; when for a temporal pleaſure you 
ventured an endleſs Torment; for a mixt delight, an un- 
mixed pain ; for a momentary fatisfaction, an eternal 
Wrath; for a ſhort Sin, an everlaſting Sorrow. O Eternity ! 
Eternity is it true, or rather can it poſſibly ke falſe, that 
aſter millions of ages , under the wrath of God, it will 
not then be paſt the beginning of Sorrows, but an c- 
yerlaſting vengeance will Le yet-to come, and will ever bc 
to come. O curſed be my wicked Companions that inti ced 
me to Sin, and ſo to ruine; or rather, Curſt be my own 
ſtupidity and folly,that I wou'd not be perſwadec to believe 
what now I know and feel. Ohthat I were now on Earth 
again, and had the Lenefit of one months ſpace, in order 
to a ſecond trial ! Oh that I had never fcen the light, or 
that the Earth had open'dand and ſwallowed me up in my 
Cradle ! or rather, Oh that in t##me I had received in- 
ſtruction, and harkened to reproof ; that in ztzme I had 
believed what Z7was told fo plainly, and warned of fo Faith- 
tully, concerning God and his Righteous Judgment. 


Now that this may never be the caſe of any one of us, 
let me conclude with the advice of the Prophet, Jer. 13. 
16. Give Glery to the Lord your God, before he cauſe dark- 
neſs, and before your feet ſtumble upon the dark mountains, and 
while ye look for light, he turn it into the ſh#low of Death, and 


